
Local Open Data Champions

Open Data: Innovation at the local level



Saving Money

● Cutting procurement costs

● Creating efficiencies

● Reducing FOI burdens

Connecting to citizens

● Creating feedback loops

● Signposting services

● Empowering communities

2 Open Data: innovation at the local level

Improving Policy and Operations

● Developing fresh insights

● Visualising solutions

Enabling cross-service collaboration

● Transforming services

● Creating new shared services

Developing local business

● Feeding data-hungry businesses

● Supporting local tech start-ups

 Local Open Data Champions are:



 Saving Money

3 Saving Money: Cutting procurement costs

Publishing spend 
data at a local level 
has created a market 
for start-ups such 
as Spend Network 
to create price 
transparency and drive 
up competitiveness

https://spendnetwork.com/entity_spend/E0521_CCC_gov
https://spendnetwork.com/entity_spend/E0521_CCC_gov


 Saving Money

4 Saving Money: Cutting procurement costs

Bristol is mapping hyper-
local spend 
data against quality 
of life indicators to 
transform the public’s 
understanding of 
council spend

http://www.watershed.co.uk/dshed/i-heart-my-city
http://www.watershed.co.uk/dshed/i-heart-my-city


 Saving Money

5 Saving Money: Creating efficiencies

Windsor and Maidenhead 
has published real-time 
data on gas, electricity 
and oil use in public 
buildings and cut energy 
use by 16%

http://savenergyonline.stark.co.uk/government/RBWindsor/Reports/DYCS01_kWh.png
http://savenergyonline.stark.co.uk/government/RBWindsor/Reports/DYCS01_kWh.png


 Saving Money

6 Saving Money: Reducing FOI burdens

By opening up its data 
and reducing the 
demand on FOI requests 
Greater Manchester is 
making significant 
savings 

http://datagm.org.uk/
http://datagm.org.uk/


 Connecting to Citizens

7 Connecting to Citizens: Signposting services

Leeds is transforming its 
open data into a 
customisable dashboard 
to provide communities 
with live personalised 
snapshots of their city

http://www.leedsdatamill.org/project/city-dashboard/
http://www.leedsdatamill.org/project/city-dashboard/


 Connecting to Citizens

8 Connecting to Citizens: Empowering communities

Birmingham Data and 
Skills Hub is working 
with partners such as 
Podnosh to empower 
activists and third sector 
organisations to use 
open data to address the 
issues that matter most 
to them and the 
communities they 
represent

http://digitalbirmingham.co.uk/project/breakthrough-fund-release-of-data/
http://digitalbirmingham.co.uk/project/breakthrough-fund-release-of-data/


 Connecting to Citizens

9 Connecting to Citizens: Empowering communities

Lambeth is building a 
Data Stories tool to enable 
residents to tell their 
own compelling stories 
using data visualisations 
and narratives

http://live-communitydata.gotpantheon.com/front
http://live-communitydata.gotpantheon.com/front


 Improving Policy and Operations

10 Improving Policy and Operations: Developing fresh insights 

Hampshire is using 
open data to forecast 
pressure points on 
GP surgeries over the 
next 5 years, allowing 
decision-makers to test 
the impact of different 
policy interventions

http://www.hampshirehub.net/initiatives/open-city-data-platform
http://www.hampshirehub.net/initiatives/open-city-data-platform
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11 Improving Policy and Operations: Developing fresh insights 

London has developed a 
Schools Atlas to help 
explain the demands on 
school places. For the 
first time, educational 
planners and parents are 
able to see which school 
serves each area and 
how many extra places 
are required

http://data.london.gov.uk/case-studies/school-atlas/


 Improving Policy and Operations

12 Improving Policy and Operations: Visualising solutions

Trafford used open data 
to determine the best 
locations for defibrillators 
by mapping ambulance 
request data, analysing 
demographic and health 
data and crowdmapping 
existing sites

https://traffordinnovationlab.wordpress.com/category/digital-social-innovation/data/
https://traffordinnovationlab.wordpress.com/category/digital-social-innovation/data/


 Improving Policy and Operations

13 Improving Policy and Operations: Visualising solutions

The Cabinet Office-led data 
science partnership for 
government developed a 
tool to help London Fire 
Brigade view and query 
data on call-outs, such as 
emergency response times 
and the number of fire 
incidents per London ward

Data can be 
filtered by 
response time or 
incident time

All data can be viewed 
and filtered on either a 
map or a graph which 
allows for trends to be 
easily seen

https://gdsdata.blog.gov.uk/2014/08/14/exploring-fire-brigade-performance-data/
https://gdsdata.blog.gov.uk/2014/08/14/exploring-fire-brigade-performance-data/
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14 Improving Policy and Operations: Visualising solutions

Barnet is appointing 
Transparency 
Champions across all 
the Council’s delivery 
units to help mainstream 
transparency into their 
business plans

https://open.barnet.gov.uk/
https://open.barnet.gov.uk/


 Improving Policy and Operations

15 Improving Policy and Operations: Visualising solutions

Hampshire is identifying 
the effects of weather 
events and determining 
which responses are 
required from 
emergency services and 
government agencies

http://www.hampshirehub.net/initiatives/whether-weather-dont
http://www.hampshirehub.net/initiatives/whether-weather-dont


 Enabling Cross-service Collaboration

16 Enabling Cross-service Collaboration: Transforming services 

Leeds is using open data 
from different 
public services, such as 
transport, health, 
environment, culture, 
and sport to 
make wiser collective 
choices about cost 
reductions e.g. helping 
the cultural sector deal 
with financial challenges

http://www.leedsdatamill.org/
http://www.leedsdatamill.org/


 Enabling Cross-service Collaboration

17 Enabling Cross-service Collaboration: Creating new shared services

Across Greater 
Manchester local 
authorities are using 
common data standards 
to produce linked data. 
This allows the free flow 
of data between public 
sector organisations, 
reducing friction and 
encouraging joint 
working

http://gmdsp.org.uk/
http://gmdsp.org.uk/


 Developing Local Business

18 Developing Local Business: Feeding data-hungry businesses 

Glasgow is working 
with private companies 
to open up footfall data 
from public and private 
sources which can be 
used alongside city travel 
patterns to help develop 
the city-centre economy



 Developing Local Business

19 Developing Local Business: Supporting local tech start-ups

As one of three new 
Digital Catapult Centres, 
Sunderland will provide 
entrepreneurs, SMEs, 
researchers and 
corporate organisations 
with a physical space 
to meet and collaborate 
on data projects

http://www.digitalcatapultcentre.org.uk/three-local-catapult-centres-are-launched/
http://www.digitalcatapultcentre.org.uk/three-local-catapult-centres-are-launched/


 Developing Local Business

20 Developing Local Business: Supporting local tech start-ups

ODI Nodes in Leeds and 
Devon are helping 
position them as a 
centres of data expertise 
by providing a space for 
their data community and 
local tech economy to 
come together and build 
new partnerships

http://theodi.org/nodes
http://theodi.org/nodes

